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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: O’Sullivan, Kevin, 1953-. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 77 
Extent: 8 boxes (7 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Kevin O’Sullivan Papers. State Library of 
Massachusetts Special Collections. 
Provenance: Gift of Kevin O'Sullivan, 1995. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Mary Bicknell, 1995-1996. Updated by Abigail Cramer, 
March, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents O’Sullivan’s time as the Democratic Representative from the 
Thirteenth Worcester District to the Massachusetts House of Representatives from 1987 to 1994, 
in particular his involvement with the redistricting of Massachusetts. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection includes materials relating to the legislative and congressional redistricting 
committees under the chairmanship of Representative James Brett dating from approximately 
1985.  There is some earlier background material. The papers include correspondence, memos 
and notes.  The majority of the correspondence comes from constituents, cities and towns, and 
legislators commenting on redistricting plans and stating preferences.  Also included are 
legislation, drafts, and amendments to legislation. Some of this material is annotated.  There is a 
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substantial amount of material relating to the litigation of redistricting issues, primarily legal briefs 
of local cases, but there is also some information from landmark cases in other states. 
 
Also included is information about individual cities and towns in the Commonwealth. Much of this 
dates from 1985-1986 and is the product of a request to town clerks for information on town 
voting districts and neighboring communities with common interests.  This city and town material 
also includes maps and statistics.  Other maps and statistics are also part of the collection.  Most 
of the maps are of wards, precincts or districts, some are hand drawn proposals, and others are 
official publications.  A few of the maps are computer generated TIGER*PLOTS giving 
demographic as well as boundary information (TIGER = Topologically Integrated Geographic 
Encoding & Referencing system; US Census Bureau mapping system).  Much of the statistical 
information comes from Election Data Services, a firm hired to help the redistricting committees 
handle census data, and MISER, the Massachusetts Institute for Social and Economic Research. 
 
The collection also includes legislative district worksheets and notes.  The worksheets show, over 
a period of several months in 1993, efforts to balance districts in terms of population.  Many are 
annotated.  
 
The newspaper clippings relate to redistricting and census issues and cover a span of about 
twenty years.  Most date from 1985 to 1994.  Between 1985 and 1987, Representative Brett hired 
a clipping service to collect materials from across the Commonwealth.  
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE – Kevin O’Sullivan 
Kevin O'Sullivan was born in Norwalk, Connecticut, on September 30, 1953.  He received a B.S. 
from Springfield College in 1975 and a M.P.A. from Clark University in 1986. A resident of 
Worcester, O'Sullivan served as the Democratic Representative in the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives from the Thirteenth Worcester District from 1987 to 1994. During O'Sullivan's 
terms of office, he served on several committees: Post-Audit and Oversight, Housing and Urban 
Development, Ethics (Vice Chair, 1992-1994), Ways and Means, and Redistricting (Chair, 1993-
1994).  He also served on the Special Commission on Affordable Housing. 
 
O'Sullivan's legislative priorities were: housing and urban development, transportation, economic 
development, consumer protection, environmental issues, local aid, education, and public 
finance.  He was also a member of the Worcester Housing Partnership Committee through 1992, 
First Night Worcester Committee through 1990, Worcester County St. Patrick's Day Committee, 
the Center for School Business Initiatives in 1987 and 1988, Alliance for Education, and Central 
Massachusetts Legislative Caucus (Co-Chair) from 1992 through 1994. 
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HISTORICAL NOTE – Redistricting Committee 
Redistricting, or reapportionment, for the purposes of representation in government takes place at 
the federal, state and local levels.  The number of representatives in the United State House of 
Representatives from each state is based on the population of that state, determined by the U.S. 
Census at the beginning of each decade.  In the past, the districts of Massachusetts 
Representatives, State Senators and Governor's Councilors were based on the state census held 
in the fifth year of each decade.  Redistricting would take place the following year.  In 1990 the 
state census was abolished.  Thereafter all federal and state redistricting has been based on the 
U.S. census.  Local redistricting is required after the federal census, if there are major population 
changes within the precincts of individual cities and towns, or at the discretion of the local 
government. 
 
In any given year (dating from the State Constitution of 1780), the State Senate is comprised of 
40 members, with each Senator elected to represent a district consisting of approximately 
159,000 people.  The number of Representatives has varied greatly over the years.  In 1974, 
Amendment Article C1 to the State Constitution reduced the number of Representatives from two 
hundred and forty to one hundred and sixty starting with the 1979-1980 session.  The number of 
Massachusetts Representatives to the U. S. Congress was reduced from eleven to ten based on 
the 1990 U.S. Census. 
Redistricting has been a continuing task of the Massachusetts General Court.  However, the 
material in this collection relates primarily to three specific special committees on redistricting.  
The first of these was the Joint Special Committee on Redistricting established by H5840 of 1985 
which was adopted by the House of Representatives March 20, 1985, by the Senate with 
amendment April 23, 1985, and by the House of Representatives in concurrence April 24, 1985.  
This House order was revived and extended until the last Wednesday of December, 1988, by 
H5205 of 1987, adopted by the House of Representatives March 26, 1987, and by the Senate in 
concurrence May 4, 1987.  Representative James T. Brett was the House chairman.  No one was 
appointed from the Senate because the Senate formed a Special Senate Committee on the 
Redistricting of the Senate and the Executive Council.  This committee was established by S1712 
of 1986, revived and continued until August 3, 1987, by S1688 of 1987 and chaired by Senator 
John A. Brennan, Jr.  The work of these two committees was completed in 1988.   
 
The second special committee was the Joint Special Committee on Congressional Redistricting 
established by S1825 of 1989 and revived and continued by S1325 of 1991.  This committee was 
chaired by Representative James Brett and Senator Walter Boverini.  Their work was completed 
by in July 1992.   
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The final special redistricting committee which contributed papers to this collection was the House 
Committee on Legislative Redistricting established by H6265 of 1992.  This committee was first 
chaired by Representative James Brett and, as of June 24, 1993, by Representative Kevin 
O'Sullivan. The committee finished its work in 1994. There was also a Senate Committee chaired 
by Senator Walter Boverini.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The collection is arranged alphabetically by subject and/or type of material with the exception of a 
relatively large collection of newspaper clippings, which are arranged at the end of the collection 
for preservation purposes, and some of the maps, which are in folders or a separate box (see the 
Container List).  
 
The newspaper clippings from 1985 to 1987 have been maintained in their original order and are 
arranged alphabetically by county. Newspaper clippings for the years 1988 through 1994 are 
arranged chronologically. The magazine clippings are also arranged chronologically. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The collection is entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
This collection was a gift received by the Special Collections from Kevin O’Sullivan in 1995. 
 
Appraisal, Destruction and Scheduling 
The following items have been removed from the collection: 
 Newspaper clippings concerning routine matters of conducting the census 
 Newspaper clippings concerning issues relating only to population figures 
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 Newspaper clippings which cited the U.S. Census. 
 
Related Materials 
The following collections may also be of interest: 
 Ms. Coll. 131, Brett and O’Sullivan Papers 
 
Container List 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1 Abolition of State Census 1986, 1990-1991 
1 2 
Boston Decennial Census of 1985, Commission 
Report 
1987 
1 3 
Boston Districts (Correspondence, Notes and 
Worksheets) 
1993 
1 4 Block Boundary Program 1984-1985 
1 5 
Census Blocks (1900) House and Senate Minority 
Districts 
undated 
1 6 Census (Boston) 1980-1983 
1 7 Census (Boston) 1985-1987 
1 8 Census (Boston) 1990-1991 
1 9 Census Data, 1975/1984-5 Change 1985 
1 10 
Census, Election Day and Technical Changes - 
Hearing 
1986 
1 11 Census, Post Enumeration Data 1991-1992 
1 12 Census, Results (1985), Excluding Boston (H6415) 1986 
1 13 Census (State) Report (H6044), 1973 with Notes 1985? 
1 14 Census (State) 1985 
1 15 
Center for Labor Market Studies (CLMS) - Memos, 
Analyses and Newsletters, 
1991-1992 
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1 16 Center for Labor Market Studies (CLMS) - Reports 1991 
1 17 Committee Interim Report re: Redistricting (H5900) 1977 
1 18 Committee Interim Report (H5875) 1987 
1 19 Community Education Handbook (Black Voters) 1991-1992 
1 20 Communities of Interest Information 1975-1985 
1 21 Conferences (ABA) 1991 
1 22-25 
Conferences (National Conference of State 
Legislatures) (4 folders) 
1988-1991 
1 26 Congressional Districts (H7424 and Chapter 630) 1981 
1 27 Congressional Districts (H5889) 1992 
1 28 
Congressional Districts (Weld Amendment of 
H1993) 
1992 
1 29 
Congressional Redistricting/Gerrymandering 
(untitled paper) 
undated 
1 30 Congressional Redistricting 1992 
1 31 Correspondence, Congratulatory 1993 
1 32 
Correspondence, Jeffrey Wice (Democratic State 
Legislative Leaders Association, etc.) 
1990-1993 
1 33 Correspondence, Legislators re: Redistricting 1987-1994 
1 34 
Correspondence, Marshall Turner (Bureau of the 
Census) 
1985-1991 
1 35 Correspondence, Political Groups 1988-1993 
1 36 
Correspondence, Towns and Individuals re: 
Redistricting 
1985-1993 
1 37 
Correspondence and Materials, Legislative 
Research Council 
1985-1989 
1 38 Current House and Senate Districts, Variances 1993? 
2 39 Democratic Redistricting Team Software 1991 
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2 40 Digital/PSA (Computer Services) 1991 
2 41a 
DSLLA(Dem. State Legislative Leaders Assoc.), 
Redistricting Updates 
1991 
2 41b 
Editorials and Wire Service Materials re: 
Redistricting 
1991 
2 42 
Election Data Services, Contract and 
Correspondence 
1985-1993 
2 43 Election Data Services, Corrections to H5601 11/17/1993 
2 44 Election Data Services, Deviation Reports 1993 
2 45 Election Data Services, Draft Proposal 10/20/1993 
2 46 
Election Data Services, 1987 State Representative 
Districts/1993 Precincts 
1993 
2 47 Election Laws Committee Hearings and Legislation 1985 
2 48 Establishment of Redistricting Guidelines (H5950) 1991 
2 49 Establishment, Special Committee on Redistricting 1985-1986 
2 50 Form Letters to Cities/Towns 1985-1986 
2 51 General Laws on Elections with corrections 1984, 1985 
2 52 Harvard Design and Mapping Proposal 1991 
2 53 Koed Redistricting  Draft 1991 
2 54 Legislation re: Redistricting and Elections 1981-1992 
2 55 
Legislative Research Council Report re: 
Redistricting 
1973 
2 56-57 
Litigation (Latino Political Action Committee) (92 
folders) 
1983 
2 58 Litigation (McGovern et al) 1986 
2 59 Litigation (Black Political Task Force) Complaint 1987 
2-3 60-65 
Litigation (Black Political Task Force/Republican 
State Committee) (6 folders) 
1987-1988, 1991-
1992 
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3 66-67 Litigation: Brookline etc. (2 folders) 1993-1994   
3 68 Litigation: Republican State Committee 1992 
3 69 Litigation: 1990 Census 1991 
3 70-72 Litigation: 1990 Census (3 folders) 1992 
3 73-75 Litigation re: Redistricting (Other States) (3 folders) 1985-1994     
3 76 Local Election Districts Review Commission Memos 1991 
3 77 Map Analysis (DiCara) 1993 
3 78-79 Maps: Cities and Towns (2 folders) 1993 
3 80 Maps, etc.: Boston 1977-1988 
3 81-90 
Maps, etc.: Towns under 6,000 beginning with A-M 
(10 folders) 
1986 
4 91-97 
Maps, etc. - Towns under 6,000 beginning with N-W 
(7 folders) 
1986 
4 98 Mapping 1993-1994 
4 99 Massachusetts Census 1975 and H1000 1976 
4 100 Massachusetts General Information 
1970, 1981, 
undated 
4 101-102 
Massachusetts Institute for Social and Economic 
Research (MISER) (2 folders) 
1986-1994 
4 103 Massachusetts Taxpayer Foundation Statement 1984 
4 104 Media Statements 1987, 1991 
4 105 Military Abroad Census Count 1986, 1991 
4 106 NAACP Information 1990-1991 
4 107 
National Conference of State Legislatures: 
Reapportionment Committee 
1985-1986 
4 108 
National Conference of State Legislatures: 
Reapportionment Law, Draft and Final 
1989 
 State Library of Massachusetts – Special Collections Department 
Guide to Ms. Coll. 77 – Kevin O’Sullivan Papers 
Page 9 of 11 
4 109 New District Assignments 1993 
4 110 Notes, Frank Callahan 1993? 
4 111 Notes, Worksheets and Numerical Data 1993 
4 112 Other States 1989-1991 
4 113 O'Sullivan/Callahan Notebook 1993-1994 
4 114 Plan Summaries 1991-1992 
4 115-116 Population by Town and Precinct (2 folders) 1993 
4 117 
Population Distribution by Race and Hispanic Origin 
(MISER data) 
1990 
4 118 Population Distribution by Race/Ethnic Origin 1990 
4 119 
Population Distribution by Race/Ethnic Origin 
(CMLS) 
1991 
4 120 Press Releases 1985-1992 
4 121 Proposed Plans 1993 
4 122 Redelineation of Wards and Precincts (H3355) 1992 
5 123 Redistricting Bill (H5600) and drafts 1993 
5 124 Redistricting Bill before veto (H5601) 1993 
5 125 Redistricting Bills (H5600 and H5601) Plan B 1993 
5 126 Redistricting Committee: General 
1983-1992, 
undated 
5 127 Redistricting Committee: General 1993-1994 
5 128 Redistricting Draft Legislation 1987 
5 129-140 Redistricting Drafts: by county (12 folders) 1988 
5 141-143 Redistricting Hearings (3 folders) 1987, 1991, 1993 
5 144 Redistricting Plan and Proposals 1988 
5 145 Redistricting Plan, FAIR Committee 1991 
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5 146 Redistricting Plan (H1102) 1993 
5 147 Redistricting Plan, Weld's (H5602), Annotated 1993 
5 148 
Representative Districts (H5875) Deviation from 
Norm 
1987 
5 149 Republican Issues: Correspondence 1989-1991 
5 150 Republican Redistricting Plan 1988 
5 151 Republican Redistricting Plan 1993 
5 152 Revision of Precinct's Time Extension (H6091) 1985 
5 153 Secretary of State Legal Counsel Correspondence 1987-1992 
5 154 Senate Districts (Chapter 180) 1977 
5 155 Senate Districts (S1965 and Chapter 305) 1987 
5 156 Senate Districts (S1815 and Chapter 274) 1993 
5 157 Speaking Engagements 1986 
5 158 Special Committee on Redistricting Report 1987 
5 159 State Representative Districts (Chapter 277) 1977 
5 160 
State Representative Districts (H5875 and Chapter 
341) 
1987 
5 161 
State Representative Districts (H5252 and Chapter 
11) 
1988 
5 162 State Representative Districts (Chapter 273) 1993 
5 163 Statewide Maps and Data 1985-1986 
5 164 Thirty-eighth Middlesex District (map) 1993 
5 165 TIGER File/Census Information 1989-1990 
6 166 TIGER*PLOT Information 1991 
6 167 Voter Registration 1985 
6 168-174 Worksheets (7 folders) July-Nov. 1993 
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7 175 Clippings 1972-1984 
7 176-189 Clippings: by county (14 folders) 1985-1987 
7 190-196 Clippings (7 folders) 1988-1994 
7 197 Clippings (Magazine) 1985-1993 
7 198a Massachusetts Maps 1990, undated 
8 198b Massachusetts Maps 
1992, 1993, 
undated 
8 199 TIGER*PLOT Precinct Maps by Town 1993 
8 200-202 TIGER*PLOTS (3 folders), various 1992-1993 
 
